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Another year and another 316 
Lots sold.  Brinsbury provides an 
excellent venue and the 
grounds were reasonably dry 
after some light overnight rain.  
However, it was freezing cold 
and attendance was down on 
the last two years! 
 
Nonetheless, Roger did his usual 
excellent job as Auctioneer 
squeezing every last penny from 
the bidders. 
 
All four Divisions provided excellent support acting as stewards, admin-
istrators and providing hot refreshments to the frozen buyers, vendors,  
and the event team.  The plant stall, tombola and cake stall had a busy 
time and all made an excellent contribution to the event. 
 
Paul Payne from Southdown Bee Farms was busy throughout the day. 
 
This is a major event for the Association and would not be possible with-
out the help and support from so many members.  Thank you all.  The 
funds raised will be used, in part, to support the BDI research into hon-
eybee health previously reported in this newsletter. 
 
Let’s do it all again next year! 
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Successful WSBKA Auction 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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South of England Show - 9th to 11th June 

 

This year’s South of England Show will again be held at the  Ardingly Show-
ground near Haywards Heath from 9th to 11th June.  During these 3 days, 
the South of England Agricultural Society (SEAS) throws the spotlight on the 
best of British agriculture, equestrianism, horticulture, food and drink, coun-
try crafts, sports and many other activities.       
                                      . 
Amongst all this, within the always popular Honey and Bees marquee, the 
organisers will be presenting: 

 Show Benches of Competitive Honey Entries 

 Sales of Associations’ and Individual Members’ Honey and other products of the hive. 

 Flying Bees Demonstration Area 

 Observation Hives 

 Information about Bees & Beekeeping 

 Information about Beekeeping Associations and Training opportunities 

 Sales of beekeeping equipment from Paynes Southdown Bee Farm. 
Members entering the Honey Show itself, have the opportunity to win silverware.   
 
The Honey Show Schedule and Booking Form are available to download from the website:  
www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/  
 
Meanwhile ... 
Would any members be able to serve as a Steward within the marquee for half a day or more?  For fur-
ther information and to offer assistance, in the first instance please contact Richard Bradfield, SoEAS 
'Honey & Bees' Committee Member.  richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com  .    
 
 

BBKA Basic Assessment & Modules 

If you have completed a year or more beekeeping you are eligible to take the BBKA As-
sessment.  We will arrange for the Assessment to be done with one of the Associations' 
assessors at an apiary other than in your own Division.  You will be able to arrange a 
convenient date & time for the Assessment.  The BBKA requires one month's notice and 

the last date for Assessments to be taken is 31st August. 

 
Please send us a fully completed application, counter-signed by a member of your own committee, to-
gether with a cheque for £18 made out to the BBKA. 
 
BBKA Modules:  For those contemplating taking a BBKA Module in November this year we have a number 
of past papers available.  If you would like copies from any one or more of the papers please send us a 
USB stick, with a return stamped envelope, to: R H & M Brooks, 23 Lionel Avenue, Felpham, Bognor Regis, 
West Sussex, PO22 8LG. 
 

Roger & Marion Brooks   
 

examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/
mailto:richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com
mailto:examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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Sussex BKA Festival of Beekeeping - 14th May 

Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is holding its annual ‘Festival of Beekeeping’ 
on Saturday 14th May in the Heathfield Community College, School Hill, Old 
Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 8RJ.   
 
The usual Trade Stands will again be present this year, with Paynes South-
down Bee Farm, Mantel Farm and Ben and Maggi Pratt Beekeeping Supplies 
in attendance.  Hot and cold refreshments will also be available. 
 
The Lecture this year will be given by Dave Goulson from the University of 
Sussex and is entitled 'Bees, Pesticides and Politics'. 
 
If you have items of surplus equipment to sell in the Auction please take them along on either Friday eve-
ning or Saturday morning for inclusion.  Conditions and times are in the flyer available from the Associa-
tion’s website.  There is also a second-hand stall. 
 
If you wish to sell live bees - these need to be booked in advance with the Association Treasurer on 01424 
838302 or by email to treasurer@sussexbee.org.uk.  They must be accompanied by a certificate com-
pleted by a Bee Inspector.  The certificate may be downloaded from the website where the full conditions 
can also be found. www.sussexbeefestival.org.uk/ 
 
Further details from Harold Cloutt, 01424 838302 info@sussexbeefestival.org.uk 

National Honey Show Update 

 
Organisers of this year’s National Honey Show have announced the speakers for the 
event which will take place on 27th - 29th October at Sandown Racecourse, Esher.  
 
They include Sue Cobey - world lead on Instrumental Insemination and all things 
queen bee related; Dave Tarpy - Professor of Apiculture, Texas USA; Philip McCabe 
- Apimondia President; a representative from the Bee Farmers Apprentice co-
operative - the new voice and generation of beekeepers. 
 
The overall themes will be Queens, new generation, and Honey Shows on a Global Scale.   As well as the 
usual programme of lectures, there will be the additional BeeCraft lectures on Friday, and lectures for 
those fairly new to beekeeping on Saturday.  
 
2015 & past lecture videos on the National Honey Show can be viewed on the YouTube Channel   
www.honeyshow.co.uk/videos  where you can still view many of the lectures from 2013 and 2014 as 
well.   
 

Val  NHS Publicity Secretary 

nationalhoneyshownews@gmail.com  
 
www.honeyshow.co.uk  

mailto:treasurer@sussexbee.org.uk
http://www.sussexbeefestival.org.uk/
mailto:info@sussexbeefestival.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/videos
mailto:nationalhoneyshownews@gmail.com
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th  May - Meetings at the 

Pease Pottage teaching apiary.  9:30am to midday. 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 
or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 10th May   - ’Queen Problems’.  Jim Norfolk & Roger Patterson report on their research into 

the ongoing problems with queen bees.  The Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne at 7:30pm.  
Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th  May - Meetings at the teaching apiary from 1:30pm.   As well as 

the inspection of the bees different aspects of the craft will be covered including shook swarms, viruses, 
queen introduction and preparing a 2-frame nuc.  Further details from Sue Elliott: 
sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Wednesday 4th, Saturday 14th & 28th, Sunday 22nd May - 2pm meetings at the teaching api-

ary - queen rearing, swarm control and checking for disease.  Further details from Phil Carter:  
philange5180@btinternet.com or the Division’s website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Saturday 7th May - Meon Valley BKA Annual Auction of Beekeeping 

Equipment.  Greatham Village Hall, Hampshire, GU33 6AD.  Information 
from Margaret Pallant margaretpallant@btinternet.com 07784 773345 or 
the Association’s website www.meonvalleybeekeepers.com/ 

Saturday 14th May - ‘Sussex BKA Festival of Beekeeping’, Heathfield 

Community College, School Hill, Old Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 8RJ.  See article in this newsletter and 
at www.sussexbeefestival.org.uk/ 

Saturday 21st May - Brinsbury Country Fayre.  Come along and see the Wisborough Green bees on dis-

play.  Full details on the College website https://chichester.ac.uk/brinsbury-show-country-fayre 

Thursday 9th June to Saturday 11th June - South of England Show with the ever-popular Bees & 

Honey Tent.  Ardingly Showground near Haywards Heath.  www.seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/ 

Thursday 27th - Saturday 29th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ.   www.honeyshow.co.uk/ 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:margaretpallant@btinternet.com
http://www.meonvalleybeekeepers.com/
http://www.sussexbeefestival.org.uk/
https://chichester.ac.uk/brinsbury-show-country-fayre
http://www.seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Jim’s Jottings 

The results of the BBKA survey organised by Doug Brown are now available: 
www.bbka.org.uk/members/surveys/survey_2015 . 
I hope as many people as possible were able to complete the survey.  Some 689 
members completed the survey, which amounts to just under 3% of BBKA member-
ship.  If our democratic institutions were run on 3% of the electorate I would say we 
have a problem.  I have tried surveys of our division members and received a similar 
low response rate, so maybe this is OK and those who are concerned will have given 
their opinion while others presumably are not too bothered either way.  Looking at 
the responses, quite large numbers either said they didn’t know in response to a 
question or given a choice of 5 options they plumped for the middle one suggesting 

they don’t have an opinion one way or the other.  So was there anything, which attracted either a positive 
response from members, or a negative response, suggesting maybe the BBKA should take note of their 
views?  The first questions deal with the make up of the respondents to the survey.  Not surprisingly they 
are mostly aged 55 to 74, live in London or the South East and practice conventional beekeeping.  Just un-
der a third had over 10 years experience, while the peak was of beekeepers with 4 to 6 years experience.  
 
57% of respondents were mostly satisfied or very satisfied 
with the BBKA, with only 18% being dissatisfied or com-
pletely dissatisfied, suggesting overall the BBKA is doing a 
good job.  When asked which of the things the BBKA does 
were important, Insurance topped the list with 94% think-
ing it important or very important.  Technical and Environ-
mental Issues, Education and Training, BBKA news and Pub-
lic Affairs all scored in the 80% range, while the Website 
and Examinations System were not far behind in the 70% 
range.  The Chairman’s day and other forums scored badly 
with only 23% who thought it important while a similar 
score went to discounts and third party offers.  I can agree with the Chairman’s day result, the last of 
which was close to being a waste of time, mainly due to it having been largely hi-jacked by one particular 
delegate.  I would however disagree on discounts, since they can be important to those setting up for the 
first time.  
 
Then there were a series of questions on Trustees and voting.  Opinion was evenly split on whether the 
current method of election of Trustees works well.  There was significant support for voting at the branch 
level and even one-member-one-vote.  I think the problem here is that people standing are not generally 
known to the membership outside their own area.  We spend quite some time at the meeting before the 
ADM trying to decide who among the candidates we should suggest our delegate supports as well as try-
ing to reach a consensus on which proposals to support and which to oppose.  On the day, we allow our 
delegate to decide how to vote, based on opinions expressed at the meeting, otherwise there would be 
no point in their going and we could just submit a proxy voting list.  So in general I don’t have a problem 
widening the franchise, but would members actually vote or only a few percent?  
 
When we get to funding, generally people wanted to spend beyond the amount raised by members’ sub-
scriptions.  Since the survey found that members were also against raising subscriptions then the extra 
money would have to come from fund raising.  Opinion was against outsourcing this fund-raising to pro-
fessional fund-raisers.  There was a fairly even split on education and exams being self funding, i.e. fees 
should go up to cover costs.  If you don’t intend to take exams then why should you pay for other people 
who do?  My answer is that those who undertake training and exams at their own expense, actually  
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The BBKA in the 
Coming Years 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/surveys/survey_2015


We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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benefit their associations through being able to pass on the knowledge gained. 
 

When it came to the constitution, opinion was evenly split as to whether the current constitution was fit for pur-
pose, but nearly two thirds opted for don’t know or neither agree nor disagree.  How many who expressed an opin-
ion have actually read the constitution?   Most seem content to leave it to a working party to come up with a new 
constitution.   
 

Most people also had no view on whether the number of Trustees should be increased, but where there was a view 
expressed it was to keep numbers as they are.  The survey was evenly split on whether the Trustees should have 
executive responsibility, but again the combined don’t knows and no opinion were the clear winners.   So what 
about a CEO?  Unfortunately we were not given any information on what such a person, their remuneration pack-
age and entourage might cost, but despite this, there was quite strong support for the BBKA having a CEO.  Would 
they be a beekeeper or even need to know anything about bees?  Would they merely be an administrator?  I think 
we need a lot more information before being able to make a decision.  
 

There was a strong opinion that the BBKA should support all forms of responsible beekeeping, with appropriate 
training and exams, with a small majority in favour of making BBKA qualifications available to members and non-
members alike.  
 

My overall opinion is that the survey suggests the BBKA is actually doing a much better job than the naysayers im-
ply.  I am sure there are many interpretations which will be read into the survey, but the small number of respon-
dents suggests that any proposal arising from the survey must be put to the membership with full information.  
 

Meanwhile, have a good season.  

 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

